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The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday, July 21, 2010, in the Skylight conference 

room at the State Office Complex in Waterbury, Vermont. 

 

Attendees: 

 

Board Members:  Brian Ames, Chair; Ed Gallo, Vice Chair; Pete Allard, Jeremy Baker, Wayne 

Barrows, Gary Gibbs, Cyndy Jones, Craig O. Lantagne, John Roy, Jeffrey Salvador, and Bob 

Shannon. 

 

Absent:  Walt Driscoll, Grant Spates, and R. Keith Armstrong. 

 

Fish & Wildlife Department Employees:  Commissioner Wayne Laroche, David Englander (legal 

counsel), Col. David LeCours (Director, Law Enforcement Division), Tom Decker, Chief of 

Operations, Mark Scott, (Director of Wildlife), David Sausville (waterfowl area specialist), and 

Cathy Merrill (executive staff assistant). 

 

Visitors:  Roy Kilburn, Berlin, VT. 

 

Chair Ames called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Approval:  June 30, 2010 Minutes 

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the minutes, which was seconded by Mr. Lantagne.  The vote was 

unanimous to accept the minutes as written. 

 

Vote:  2010 September Canada Goose Season 
 

Mark Scott introduced David Sausville who gave an overview of the proposed regulation.   

 

Vote:  2010 Special Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days 

 

There was discussion regarding the one-day overlap of the youth waterfowl hunting days with the last 

weekend of resident goose season, and the differing bag limits of each season.  Col. LeCours said he 

had expressed some concern regarding the overlap, as did the Department’s Management Team when 

it reviewed the proposal prior to bringing it to the Board.  The consensus of both the Management 

Team and the Board was the overlap was unavoidable if all waterfowl hunters were to be provided 

optimal hunting opportunities.  The Department will undertake public outreach regarding the season 

overlap and will highlight the differences between the seasons in the syllabus to avoid confusion.  

 

The Board asked that Mr. Sausville email information regarding the flyway numbers to them. 

 

Chair Ames suggested the Board vote on both proposals together as a package. 
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Mr. Gallo made a motion to adopt both seasons; which was seconded by Mr. Allard. 

 

There was no further discussion and a vote was taken.  All were in favor, except Mr. Gibbs, who 

opposed, saying he would prefer to separate Addison County from the regulation and increase the 

statewide limit to five birds. 

 

Chair Ames asked for volunteers from the Board to represent the Board at the two hearings on the 

proposed waterfowl seasons.  Mr. Baker and Mr. Gibbs will travel to the New York meeting, and Mr. 

Gallo and Mr. Roy will attend the meeting in Burlington. 

 

Department Operational Overview 

 

Decker gave an overview of the Department’s operations and the restructuring of the Fisheries 

Division and the Wildlife Division. 

 

Roundtable 

 

Dunn:  Mr. Decker gave an update on the acquisition of the Dunn parcel located on the eastern shore 

of Lake Memphremagog.  The Department has been very active in discussions and parties are intent 

on meeting the September 1 deadline to ensure the federal government takes ownership.  The Agency 

of Natural Resources, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, and the Vermont Land Trust are all working to 

secure an environmental assessment for management of the lands.  Mr. Decker said the proposed 

language would mirror existing language used to manage existing Wildlife Management Areas. 

 

Grant Money for Lake Champlain:  Senator Leahy held a press conference earlier this week 

regarding a substantial sum of grant money that would be available for Lake Champlain.  

Commissioner Laroche said the funds would be divided between New York, Vermont, and the Lake 

Champlain Basin Program.  The Department is represented on the committee to provide input on the 

distribution of funds. 

 

Responsive Management:  Mr. Decker distributed a summary from Responsive Management on the 

value of web-based surveys. 

 

Resident Hunter Survey:  Mr. Scott said the Department has contracted to conduct a survey to 

provide an update on the future of hunting in Vermont.  The phone survey will be involve 500 

random big-game hunters, and will query opinions on an archery moose season and an early 

antlerless muzzleloader season, among other items.  The data should be received by the end of 

August and will be available for the Board’s September meeting. 

 

Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules (LCAR):  Chair Ames said he received a letter 

from LCAR questioning the Board’s decision to remove the archery-only season from the proposed 

moose rule.  Chair Ames said he would attend the LCAR meeting scheduled for July 29 to address 

the issue and recommended the Board send revolving representatives to future LCAR meetings.  

Chair Ames will email copies of his talking points to the Board members prior to his testimony. 
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Shooting from the Road:  Mr. Gallo asked the Department to consider increasing the legal setback 

from the road to 100 feet in an effort to reduce road hunting incidents and, in turn, the posting of 

land.  Mr. Englander said increasing the setback is legislatively mandated and is beyond the Board’s 

authority.  The Department is not planning to pursue this legislative change. 

 

Causeway Removal:  Mr. Allard asked for the status of the West Swanton turtle study.  

Commissioner Laroche said it is scheduled to be completed next winter.  Commissioner Laroche 

went on to say that the Agency of Transportation has money earmarked for the removal of the 

causeway; however, it can’t be used until the survey is done.   

 

Antlerless Permit Numbers:  Mr. Barrows questioned the methodology used in allocating antlerless 

permits, specifically the increase proposed for Wildlife Management Unit M2.  Mr. Scott will look 

into Mr. Barrows' concerns and respond. 

 

Baitfish Rule:  Mr. Shannon expressed concern regarding the negative economic impact the baitfish 

rule is having on bait dealers.  There was discussion on the ban on the sale of crayfish.  Col. LeCours 

said the sale of native crayfish is not banned; bait dealers are having a difficult time finding certified 

sources of crayfish from outside the state.   

 

Mr. Gallo made a motion to adjourn; which was by seconded by Ms. Jones.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/cpm 

 

Catherine Pirie Merrill 

Executive Staff Assistant 

Fish & Wildlife Department 


